
September 2, 2014 

 

Dr. John J. DeGioia 

President 

Georgetown University 

3700 O St. NW 

Washington, DC 20057 

 

 

Dear President DeGioia, 

 

We, the members of GU Fossil Free, present you with our final proposal to divest the University’s 

endowment from the top 200 fossil fuel companies, as defined by carbon reserves (See Appendix 1 of the 

proposal for the full list of firms). After delivering our first proposal to you in January 2013, we have 

been in dialogue with the University’s Committee on Investments and Social Responsibility (CISR) as 

well as the broader Georgetown community. This includes faculty, students, and staff at the main, 

medical, and law campuses. The attached proposal will be put to a final vote by the Committee, which 

will then advise the Board of Directors on the issue. 

 

In May of 2013 we presented at a meeting of the CISR, after which we commenced a conversation with a 

subcommittee of its members who have ongoingly advised us as we have refined our proposal. 

Concurrently with these efforts, we have sought to publicize our cause to the Georgetown community and 

garner a wide base of support. In the spring of 2013 we also gathered 1500 student petition signatures, 

and in November of 2013 we received the formal support of the undergraduate student body in the form 

of a GUSA Senate resolution endorsing our proposal. We have also found many allies in members of the 

University’s faculty, as well as among staff members and alumni. Last semester’s launch of our Donors 

for Divestment campaign has garnered a number of pledges for contributions to the University upon its 

successful divestment. We have also had the opportunity to collaborate with students at Georgetown Law 

Center, who have begun circulating a petition for divestment on their campus. We plan to continue our 

outreach efforts in the coming months as we prepare to present to the Board of Directors. 

 

We deliver this letter now to apprise you of the completion of our proposal and the status of our 

collaboration with the CISR. We hope to count on your support as the campus-wide dialogue on 

divestment heightens in the coming months. Our members would be glad to schedule a meeting with you 

at your convenience if you have any questions or points you would like to discuss. 

 

You can find our proposal and other supporting materials online on our website: 

http://georgetownfossilfree.wordpress.com/ 

 

Most sincerely, 

 

GU Fossil Free 

gufossilfree@gmail.com 


