
Dear President DeGioia,

We, the members of GU Fossil Free and affiliated organizations, are writing today 
to inform you of the commencement of a new student movement on Georgetown’s campus. 
Beginning immediately, members from our group and others will lobby the university 
administration to divest completely from any and all companies involved the fossil fuel industry 
and grant the Committee on Investments and Social Responsibility review and veto powers 
over all new endowment investments. Given the peril global climate change poses not only to 
the United States but to human civilization as a whole, as well as the inherently risky nature of 
investment in fossil fuel corporations, we believe complete divestment is the only responsible 
option from both environmental and economic standpoints. We would appreciate any and all 
assistance you or anyone else in the administration can provide in the realization of this goal.

Further information on the consequences of investment in fossil fuel corporations is 
available in our formal proposal. For now, suffice it to say that the science on climate change 
is sound, and the punishment for inaction is harsh, especially for the most disadvantaged 
populations on our planet. If Georgetown takes its Jesuit identity seriously, as well as its oft-
stated commitment to sustainability and the environment, its actions must match its rhetoric. 
In this case, that means putting the University’s money where its mouth is and immediately 
freezing all new investments in fossil fuel corporations and beginning a five year process to 
divest completely from them.

We are cognizant of the struggles involved in any divestment campaign, chiefly the 
difficulties involving the confidentiality of our investments. Although it is true GU Fossil Free 
has no concrete information about university holdings in fossil fuel companies, we believe 
based on the composition of our Board of Trustees, as well as the fact that Georgetown has not 
announced it has refrained from fossil fuel investments, that we have holdings in such entities.

While our group believes the university administration and students have a right to 
where the endowment is being invested, there are options on the table that allow the university 
money managers to disclose its holdings in fossil fuel companies without compromising the 
confidentiality of their other investments. Middlebury College provides a good model, as it 
recently disclosed that 3.6 percent of its endowment is invested in fossil fuel companies and 
has launched an initiative to consider divestment this month. Harvard and Swarthmore, among 
others, have also announced they will consider divestment. Clearly, other leading institutions 
are not letting the intricacies of the investment process get in the way of making the responsible 
decision about divestment. Georgetown should not either. 

Today, President DeGioia, our university is presented with a choice. We can either 
take immediate and direct action to halt the widespread misery global warming and its related 



catastrophes are sure to cause, or we can stand by in the name of financial profit and watch our 
cities flood, droughts ravage our crops, and billions of people be displaced by climate-related 
disasters. Neutrality is not an option. We urge you and all other members of the administration 
to open a dialogue with us and the Board of Trustees as to how we may make the divestment 
process work for everyone, but please know that we will not simply fall silent if not engaged by 
your office. We implore you to help us in our campaign, so the Georgetown community can help 
the world.

Sincerely,

GU Fossil Free
gufossilfree@gmail.com

Sydney Browning Patricia Elena Cipollitti

Michelle Stearn Daniel Dylewsky

Michelle Dailey Madeline Collins

Gavin Bade Troy Miller

Rachel Calvert Hannah Cabbot

Caroline Palmer Cole Stangler

Mark Waterman Emily Fink

Groups in Support of the GU Fossil Free Divestment Proposal



GU College Democrats GU College Republicans

The Corp Green Team EcoAction

Georgetown Energy Grassroot Hoyas

MEChA Georgetown Solidarity Committee

GU Occupy GU Pride

Interns at the Center for the Environment Filipino Society

Muslim Student Association Interfaith Student Council

Student Athletic Advisory Committee GU Astronomy

Jewish Student Alliance Georgetown Israel Alliance

Breaking the Bubble Breast Cancer Outreach

GAPPL Girl Talk

Club Softball GU Tae Kwon Do

GU Running Club Club Basketball (Women’s)

Club Volleyball Club Water Polo

Boxing Club Club Swimming

Vietnamese Student Association Meditation Center

Taiwanese Student Association


